pp vii + 152 illustrated £5 London &c.: W B Saunders 1976 Here is an essentially practical guide to the management of epilepsy directed to practising physicians, residents and medical students who are not specialists in neurology. Comprising chapters on basic neurophysiology, seizure types, clinical work up and differential diagnosis, drug and surgical therapy, and on the social, educational and behavioural problems that often accompany chronic epilepsy, this small book offers a wealth of simple information and advice for those who wish to learn the principles of 'epileptology'.
Here is an essentially practical guide to the management of epilepsy directed to practising physicians, residents and medical students who are not specialists in neurology. Comprising chapters on basic neurophysiology, seizure types, clinical work up and differential diagnosis, drug and surgical therapy, and on the social, educational and behavioural problems that often accompany chronic epilepsy, this small book offers a wealth of simple information and advice for those who wish to learn the principles of 'epileptology'.
The weakest section is that on drug treatment, partly because the restrictive policy ofthe FDA has allowed the authors little experience of carbamazepine and none of sodium valproate (which is not mentioned). Otherwise, this is an excellent book. ALAN This is an excellent, authoritative atlas which will be of great value to neurosurgeons and neurologists in training, especially as the illustrations are accompanied by essential clinical information. The photomicrographs are very skilfully taken and very well reproduced. 'The skilled technical work of several of the staff of the laboratory at Maida Vale Hospital is the basis for the illustrations in this Atlas'. This is of course true and I am sure the reader would like to know their names for this work is to a great extent a monument to their tireless skill. It is to be hoped that this omission will be rectified in the future editions which are sure to follow.
LESLIE OLIVER

Consulting Neurosurgeon
Charing Cross Hospital Cerebral Arterial Disease edited by R W Ross Russell pp v+323 illustrated £12.50 Edinburgh &c.: Churchill Livingstone 1976 It was always to be hoped that Dr Ross Russell would one day edit and contribute to a book on cerebrovascular disease, and he must be congratulated on welding together this team of experts who have, as expected, produced a classic text of undoubted excellence.
The contributors are truly international, eight from Britain, five from the USA and one each from Denmark, France and Italy, and this combination has been particularly successful. The book takes us naturally from epidemiology, natural history and pathology through experimental studies in cerebral blood flow onto the investigation, description and management of all types of cerebral arterial disease. The increasing importance of hypertension is highlighted by devoting a whole chapter to its effects on the brain and two neurosurgeons have provided notable reports on spontaneous intracerebral hxmorrhage and on subarachnoid hemorrhage associated with arterial malformation. An elegant contribution by the editor on less common types of cerebral artery disease is preceded by a very practical chapter on rehabilitation. Some overlapping is unavoidable, but Dr Ross Russell has been able to reduce this to a minimum by choosing and briefing his team with care and the occasional printing error does not seem to detract from the readability of the text.
This high standard is maintained in the radiological and pathological material, and the dramatic part played in diagnosis by computerized axial tomography of the brain is rightly emphasized in the text and is also beautifully illustrated. This book is a must for all workers interested in this field of medicine who will constantly refer with pleasure to its authoritative text.
